Friday 26th February 2021

Review: 21—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,

Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
Project Restart - Wider opening of schools
The government announced the wider re-opening of schools from Monday 8 March 2021. This is fantastic
news and we are all looking forward to seeing all students coming back to RBA, in fact we can’t wait! The guidance for the wider re-opening is 69 pages long and therefore we are still working our way through our plan for re
-opening to ensure we can do so as safely as possible. I will write to all parents again early next week with the
detail for our phased return. However, I can share that all Secondary Schools will be required organise lateral
flow testing of students before they return to school. This testing will take place in our on-site testing centre
which has 3 bays. This does mean that it is not going to be possible to test all the students in one day and therefore there will need to be a phased return for students. Again, we will share more details of this early next week
including sending you out consent forms to complete for your child to be tested.

GCSE and A-Level Exams – Summer 2021
Exams watchdog, Ofqual, released yesterday how they intend to grade exams this summer for GCSE and ALevel students. Mr Rome, Assistant Headteacher, will be sending out more detailed information to students and
parents of Year 11 and 13 in due course. However, below is a summary of what will now be happening
•
Grades will be determined by Teacher Assessments.
•
Mini internal exams will take place and will be based on what students have been taught.
•
Teachers will be able to draw on a range of evidence as well as the mini exams (coursework, assessments, classwork etc)
•
Exam boards will produce materials (mini- exam questions) but these will be optional for schools to use.
•
No algorithm will be used
•
Results days for both GCSE and A-Level will be in the week of 9th August (reported to be 10th for ALevel and 12th for GCSE).

National Careers Week
One area that we have been developing over the past few years is our careers guidance and support. Next
week is National Careers Week and Assistant Headteacher, Mr Rome, has arranged for a number of activities to
take place. Firstly, in lessons, subject staff will be having a focus on careers related to their subject, secondly,
the assemblies next week will be focused on raising aspirations and careers guidance and finally, we will be
signposting some career-based opportunities for students. At home, parents could be taking the time to speak to
their child about careers and their aspirations. Was it their child might like to achieve and what is it they need to
do now to help them get on the right track for that job?
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iPad Roll-Out
On Wednesday and Thursday this week, we were able to hand out the iPads for Year 7s! This was very exciting
and we are super enthusiastic now to be starting our journey to becoming an Apple School and more importantly
to be using technology to enhance and accelerate our students’ learning.

Parents Evening and Headteacher Progress Meetings
This week I commenced my one to one meetings with all of the sixth form students via MS Teams. This allows me
an opportunity to speak with all the students about their progress and next pathway, something which I really enjoy
listening to. On Thursday 4th March, we are hosting Year 8 parents and these parents should have hopefully by
now made their appointments. On Thursday 11th March, it will be parents evening for Year 9 and Mr Rome, Assistant Headteacher will send out more details for how parents can sign up their meeting slots.
Up and coming events
Date

Event

Timings

Thursday 4th March

Year 8 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening (Virtual)

3.30 -7.00pm

Wednesday 10th March

Year 6 into 7 Welcome Evening (Virtual)

4.00 – 4.30pm

Year 9 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening (Virtual)

3.30 -7.00pm

Thursday

11nd

March

Thursday 26th March

END OF TERM (last day of term)

“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”
(Henry Ford)
Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS
Rocco Winnock

8A

Sophie Bradford

Cyril Preaudat

10D

Rhys Davies

11A

8C

Matilda Gumble

11A

Jessica Chisnall

8C

Maisie Irons-Eveleigh

11A

Lyris Jackson

8C

Melissa Lamerton

11A

Kacper Kos

8D

Sam Mills

11C

Remy Speck

8D

Lily Sharp

11C

Sofia Cornely-Lewis

8R

Andreas Constantin

11D

Jay Kent

8R

Charles Green

11D

Thomas Buchan

11E

Esther Clark

11E

Katie Donnarumma

11E

James Pink

12A

UNIFORM
Can we please ask all parents / carers to ensure your child has the correct uniform ready to return the w/c
Monday 8th March. Due to current restrictions with retailers it is essential orders are placed online and in time.
For further guidance on uniform expectations click on the link:

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/401/uniform?search=uniform

SCHOOL LOTTERY
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

This week’s winner

Mrs Bowtell

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT HOUSE COMPETITION

Building a working water wheel.
Daniel Codd
Euan Gunn

Lani Hoang

Matthew Smith

Carmine Cesario

Alex Fletcher

Nicholas Bandy

WINNER!!!
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RED NOSE DAY

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Pupils from Robert Barclay Academy channel their
inner superhero for Red Nose Day
On Friday 19 March, pupils and staff from Robert Barclay Academy are going to support Red Nose Day. By trying to raise
money via the Just Giving page, and also taking part in different activities during the week in form times.

Everyone can channel their inner superhero, and unleash their superpowers to support people living incredibly tough lives
across the UK and around the world. The money raised by Red Nose Day will support people in the UK around the world,
and help tackle homelessness, abuse and mental health stigma.

Ahead of Red Nose Day, pupils, parents and staff can contribute by donating on our schools Just Giving Page via this link below. Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll
send your money directly to Comic Relief: Red Nose Day, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting
costs for the charity.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday214ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f421fa08331545a1ac782e9cbe7bf339.

Or you can get to the Just Giving page by scanning this QR code:

Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19 March and will aim to bring the UK together (although we may be apart) to show just
how powerful humour can be through the toughest of times.

It has never felt more important to raise smiles and money for those who are struggling more than ever, as the continued
impact of Covid-19 brings unprecedented challenges to many.

Money raised by Red Nose Day will help vulnerable people in the UK and around the world.

If anyone has any questions about the event then please speak to/email Ms Melhuish.

Thank you
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RAISING RESILIENCE COURSE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS IN HERTFORDSHIRE

Dear All,
You want to support your children now and beyond the pandemic. You are a little unsure and know that your children will need resilience to deal with the uncertainty and bounce forward in the best way possible – and we’re
here to help.
Raise Resilience has supported over 2,500 parents, up and down the country, since the start of the pandemic.
So many of you have told us how useful, practical and worthwhile the course was.
I have to say that I think this course is terrific! Really useful from a parenting perspective of two very different children (one neuro typical and one ASD), and also hugely helpful from an individual perspective too!! I would love to
see this course rolled out in my children’s respective schools as it would be so useful in an educational setting
too.
Join six 1-hour sessions to explore and build your resilience and receive learning materials to use at home with
your children.
They would love you to join the live sessions if you can, however if you are unable to, each session is recorded
and available to catch up on-demand.
Fully funded by Hertfordshire County Council, FREE for 1,500 parents who live or work in Hertfordshire.

The direct webpage link: https://bounceforward.com/raise-resilience-hertfordshire-parents/

JLT NEW LOGO

Please find above a new little logo which the JLT have designed to promote their work.
Via debate, discussion, planning groups and whole group voting we have chosen an image that best represents us. The JLT
have chosen:

The speech bubbles – to represent our work at promoting student voice, to be the link between staff and students

The hands shaking – to show the loving cooperation which we symbolise to make RBA a better place
The light bulb – to show our creative side of work which we do to make RBA a better place.
The hammer and gavel – to show our debate & discussion we have to make sure that students issues are dealt with professionally and fairly

This logo will be used to raise awareness of the JLT and make staff + students aware of what we do to make. Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
[on behalf of the JLT]
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WORLD BOOK DAY THURSDAY 4TH MARCH 2021

Next Thursday is World Book Day, a very special day in the Library calendar. However, this year it will all be a bit different as school
libraries across the nation find ways for students to celebrate WBD at home. Here at RBA myself and Mrs Hart have tried to come up with
some creative ways for the students to enjoy WBD, even though they won’t be in school. I will be sending out a PowerPoint to all year 7
and 8 students giving them details of how they can register and login to any of the free events shown in the chart above. If they take part
in any of the activities there will be house points and commendations, plus 10 prizes for the best work. They can bring all their work to
the Library when they return to school. It is important to stress that live lessons and school work must continue to be the priority, but I
hope they can find some time to join in with a few of the events as well. Have an enjoyable World Book Day Week.
Ms Harrington, Librarian
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Covid Testing—Students Guide
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

STEP 1
Enter via Sixth Form Silent
learning room external door
Sanitize hands on entry
Register name and collect
your registration card and
lateral flow test

STEP 2
You will be guided to a
testing desk. {1, 2 or 3}
At each desk you will have:
A mirror, Hand Sanitizer,
Antibacterial wipes, Tissues,
diagram and waste bin.

STEP 3
A Covid volunteer will ask you
for your lateral flow test
You will then be handed a
swab to use
Then place in a test tube
which the Covid volunteer will
be holding.

{Thank you to Mr Cullen for
Making our lateral flow Pods in
D&T}

STEP 4
Wipe down your area

STEP 5
Exit via Sixth Form silent
learning internal door.
Log in at home to register
and receive results.
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