Review: 12

Headteacher’s UpdateFriday 27th November 2020
Dear all,

It’s been a very positive week. Firstly, we have been very impressed with how the students have returned
to school following their ARD meetings. We have heard several conversations where the students have been saying that
they want to improve their ATL grades from a Grade 2 to a Grade 1. I would like to thank parents for their support with this in setting targets for their children to improve their ATL. ATL and attendance are key ingredients for success. On the subject of attendance, we are
extremely pleased with our whole school attendance, which currently stands at 94.8%. This is excellent considering the circumstances
and also a reflection of how parents and students’ value and enjoy coming to school. It’s also been a positive week as we have heard we
are coming out of the national lockdown and Xmas is now getting closer too!

Next week, the students will be conducting the Safe to Learn Survey and we will be showing them how to
use Microsoft Teams. During the first lockdown last March, the school set itself an ambitious target, that is, to ensure every child
has their own personal device. Through acquiring and loaning out up to 60 laptops, sixth months on from the start of that ambitious goal,
this is where we are at (based on the technology survey that parents completed):
Sixth Form – all student have access to a device at home.
Year 11 – all student have access to a device at home.
Year 10 – 11 x students still do not have access to a device at home.
Year 7-9 – these students will be joining the iPad scheme next term and will therefore have access
to an iPad at home.

On the subject of iPads, this week the Year 7 students had their assembly to inform them about the
scheme and on Thursday evening the parents also had an opportunity to watch the presentation as well.
We do hope parents are excited by this scheme, we know the students are! Moving forward with specialising in Technology is the next
part of RBAs journey, a journey to being the best we can be!

As we approach the Christmas holidays, I know the Government have set out their guidelines but I just
wanted to take this opportunity to remind everyone about our responsibilities to ensure that we remain
safe and secure from Covid-19. I say this because it was after the last half term holiday, where social gatherings (Halloween
parties) were allowed to take place that caused a wave of students to have to self-isolate for 14 days. We are all feeling very positive now
about the vaccine and tackling Covid, however, until that time please stay safe. This is important as we have Sixth Formers taking exams
immediately after the Xmas holiday. Also, if any of you are thinking of travelling abroad, please make sure you check the quarantine rules
to avoid any issues of not being able to return in January. Thank you!

“Don’t let yesterday take up too much of today.”

(Anonymous)

Enjoy the weekend and the family time.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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PARKING OUTSIDE SCHOOL TO COLLECT CHILDREN
I am writing to appeal to all parents who collect students by car to
make plans to collect them in a safe space, such as the spotlight car
park, Barclay park paring area or one of the surrounding roads.

Performing Arts
@RBAPerforming
P.S.H.E / Wellbeing
@RBAwellbeing
RE

Recently, we have seen parents parking on the white zig zags near the
pedestrian crossing as well as on the school markings and this is not
only an offence, it also places the children at significant risk of harm.
Whilst it is convenient to wait along Cock Lane, it is possible that careless parking will one day lead to someone getting hurt, and none of us
wants this to happen.

@re_rba

PARENT PAY
Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.

For those who have contacted the school regarding this, we have acted
on your feedback. As we cannot enforce the rules outside of the school,
we have asked the police for their support, to increase their supervision
of this area.

Thank you for supporting the school in this important way

Mr Creasey
Assistant Headteacher

Thank you
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YEAR 10 –GCSE RE—WALKING TALKING MOCK {WTM}
On Monday of this week all of Year 10 came together in the Hall as part of extra preparation for the GCSE RE exam in May 2021. As you
can see students benefitted from personalised and tailored intervention from myself to add to their RE work they complete in class. I was
particularly impressed by the work and progress shown by all students today during the session. It is undeniable that all students present
really benefitted and are now even better prepared for the exam.
In particular my thanks goes to all the parents and students who are remote learning, who managed to access our session today. I am sorry
for any technical problems (as this is my first time doing this) and I really do appreciate your support. We had so many students watching
the live broadcast it was quite remarkable. Thank you for your support.
I hope that it was a positive experience for all students and enabled them to make progress. I will be in contact soon with even more details
about RE intervention to support your son/daughter.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

SCHOOL LOTTERY

JUST TALK CAMPAIGN

Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

It’s an easy way to support our school and help
raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

MISS BURLTON
Join today

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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BROXBOURNE FOOD BANK

Reverse Advent Calendar
Lockdown has affected many of the families in the local community in different
ways. To help those less fortunate, if you can, we are running a reverse advent
calendar and asking for donations to Broxbourne Food Bank. There will be a box
under our Christmas tree in the refectory to deposit tinned goods; the foodbank are
after; jam, rice pudding, custard, tinned peas, carrots, potatoes, tinned meat, and
fruit as well as festive chocolates and biscuits that are dated to the end of
December. A tin per household from RBA, where possible would mean feeding over
100 families for Christmas. Let’s do what we can to help out! Food needs to be
deposited in the boxes under the tree by the end of the school day on the 11 th
December please to get to the food bank to distribute in time for Christmas

Broxbourne Food Bank
To find out more about our local foodbank visit:
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-afoodbank/broxbourne/

GARDENING CLUB

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

In need of old spades, forks and garden
benches!
The Gardening Club are hoping to embark on
an exciting new project, which will involve
clearing and turning over a patch of overgrown land in the school grounds, into which
we will plant vegetables and fruit. We also
hope to create a small wildflower meadow
for our ongoing commitment to wildlife.
If you have any old spades, forks or garden
benches, your donations would be gratefully
received. Please email
JBarlow@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk.
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JUNIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM {JLT} - FIRST MEETING ON MICROSOFT TEAMS
As a JLT , up until now , we have been continuing to use ZOOM as our method of holding meetings. As RBA is
currently in the stages of rolling out Microsoft Teams we decided as a JLT that we should trial this software
and give our feedback.
We had a very successful meeting with only minor technical issues (mainly caused by Mr Stuttle! Sorry). The
JLT managed to gain student voice from all year groups at this meeting and hold a variety of discussions on
key issues. I
including :

•

Creating a new student survey for the whole school

•

New COVID rules - effects on students/ the school

•

Most importantly Christmas decorations!

In the coming editions and via Edulink the JLT will be emailing out a new student survey to ensure that all student are listened to. I look forward to communicating more on their behalf. Please find below some of the JLT
thoughts about how RBA is doing in keeping us COVID safe.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

RBA KEEPING SAFE—STUDENT‘S VIEWS

Great idea with the breaks
and lunches being staggered
by year groups.

Good use of hand sanitizer
stations and Cleaning tables.
RBA staff have worked hard
to ensure students selfisolate when needed.

Ryan .M.

Grahame .B.

Zack .H.

Everyone is seen wearing
masks in the corridors.

The guidelines for following
the social distancing rules,
wearing of masks and
washing hands is easy to
follow.

Emily .W.
Evie .O-T.
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VIRTUAL FAMILY WORKSHOPS


- *NEW* Educational support for young children with additional needs



- *NEW* Educational support for school age children with additional needs



- *NEW* Handling Meetings Effectively - for parents/carers of young children with additional
needs



- Money Matters - for parents/carers of children aged up to 16 with additional needs



- Encouraging Positive Behaviour in children aged up to 16



- Wellbeing for parents/carers of children with additional needs



- Helping your child (aged up to 16) sleep



- Support for speech and language issues in young children

https://contact.org.uk/about-us/family-workshops/
BUDGETING COURSE
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