Friday 29th January 2021

Review: 18—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
Remote Learning
Staff are continuing to receive on-going training with how to use MS Teams in order to improve the quality of remote teaching. This training for staff is also being supported by staff from the other Trust Schools who are also using MS Teams. Staff
are finding that MS Teams has some very useful functions, for example, it will allow staff to use quizzes to support in-class
assessment and it will now us to very quickly see which students are engaging on line.
Last Friday I met with the Junior Leadership Team (JLT) and they are planning to conduct a survey with students to seek
feedback on their remote learning experiences. We welcome all the feedback as it helps us to improve our practice.
(((
Devices and wi-fi
We are extremely pleased this week to have received two donations. First of all, Broxbourne United Charities have kindly
donated £2,000 and Mountain Health Care have purchased 10 new iPads for us to distribute. In addition to this, with the
Trust support, we have managed to find some funds to further purchase another 10 laptops. This means we are now in a
position again to start providing laptops to families. We are working through our waiting list, however, if your child is still using a phone to access MS Teams and live lessons, then please email us at admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk and we will
add you to the waiting list. Our goal is very much to ensure every child has their own device to work from (iPad or laptop).
Year 8 into 9 GCSE Options Evening – coming soon
Next Tuesday, 2nd February, we shall be hosting our Year 8 into 9 GCSE Options Evening. As per the other parental events,
this will be conducted virtually. We will be providing Year 8 students and parents with various different presentations to look
through, for example, how the option process works, what support we put in place and what will be covered in the different
GCSE subjects. This event always generates a lot of excitement for Year 8 students and their families and we hope that is
still the case this year, despite this being virtual. Miss Phagura will be sending out more details to Year 8 students and parents.

Online Safety
Please could we remind you of the following to support your child with their learning online:
•
Wherever possible students should be accessing lessons in a family room/area where you can monitor their activity.
•
If students are having their cameras on, it is a good idea to check what others can see in your background.
•
Appropriate dress should always be worn.
•
High standards of behaviour are expected and monitored by staff.
There are many constantly changing challenges in ensuring young people stay safe online since we are all increasingly using online communication. We will be focusing on key online safety reminders with students and Mr Martin will be conducting
an online assembly in a few week’s time.
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Help at home
The school continues to work very closely with HABS, who we must say are excellent. HABS (Hoddesdon and Broxbourne
Settings) is a team of highly trained Family Support Workers, supporting the local community and working on projects to help
improve the lives of families living within Hoddesdon, Broxbourne, Turnford and Wormley.
The available support on offer is open to all families and ranges from parenting classes, holiday activity sessions and family
support covering a wide range of issues including: emotional well-being, debt, bereavement and other complex issues. If you
would like to find out more, please visit their website: http://habsfamily.co.uk/

KS3 Students and younger siblings (keep your child reading)
This is just a reminder to parents that the `Oak National Academy Virtual School’
https://www.thenational.academy/ is a Government funded website that provides a lot of resources
and videos for students to watch (to support Remote Learning). in partnership with the National Literacy Trust, the website regularly highlights a popular children’s author each week, providing a free ebook, exclusive videos and their top three recommended reads. Please do take a look if you need any ideas to extend your
child’s learning at home.

Exercise books/lockers
Please email the admin address admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk if you need a locker emptying or new exercise books.

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.”
(Albert Einstein)

“We do appreciate the students are spending a lot of time on their screens at present. Therefore, this is just a reminder
about the importance of encouraging your child to go out for regularly walks and to engage in other activities not involving
screens at the end of their school working day.

The weekend would be a perfect time to do this too. Enjoy the weekend!

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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HEADTEACHER COMMENDATIONS
Year 7
Daniel Codd
Evie Webber
Elsi Cripps
Stefan Eldridge
Thomas Hastings
Evie O'Dowd-Twine
Ben Grahame
Freddie Magona
Poppy Rickward
Holly Wilsdon
Lani Hoang
Charlie Lapidge
Paige Perez-Mckellar

7A
7A
7C
7C
7C
7C
7D
7D
7D
7D
7E
7E
7E

Year 8
Sidney Cole
Karla Clark
Zackery Smith
Lily Brooks
Katie Church
Megan Harvey
Zack Hughes
Sofia Cornely-Lewis
Year 11
Maisie Irons-Eveleigh
Meghan Curl
James Hynes
Lily Sharp
Tia-Dee Bhadesia
Paolo Termine
Katie Donnarumma
Leah Sharpless

8A
8C
8C
8D
8D
8E
8E
8R

11A
11C
11C
11C
11D
11D
11E
11E

Year 9
Ryan Marshall
Connor O'Dell
Alfie Travers
Andrei Preda
Betsie Smith

Year 10
Brooklyn Buck
Pippa Hartley
Mason Peachey
Olivia Jones
Rocco Trupia
Bethan Wilsdon

9A
9C
9D
9E
9E

Sixth Form
Katherine Hindlaugh
Hannah Merritt
James Pink
Lydia Barlow

10A
10D
10D
10E
10E
10E

12A
12A
12A
13D

ONLINE WORKSHOP

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
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YEAR 10—RE + WORK EXPERIENCE EVENING
This week in the school calendar was supposed to be a Year 10 evening with information about the RE exam and work experience. However due to the RE exam not taking place as normal this summer, and us as a school still waiting for more details about how this is going
to look for Year 10 pupils. I thought I would get information to you on how pupils can still access RE work along with the RE live lessons
that Mr Stuttle is leading on during this remote learning time.
Also because of the current circumstances I decided to send this information to you all so you can watch and access it in your own time.
Therefore please find below information from Mr Stuttle:
I have created this little video for Year 10 on how to access the RE area on Student Shared via foldr. For the remainder of the video, I
highlight all the useful resources, why they are useful and how they are useful. I have designed the video to be viewed by both Year 10
parents and students to support them with GCSE work, both at home and in school.
It can be found:
https://www.loom.com/share/24c6e9813bab43ddb9b6c0bb698ebc90
https://foldr.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/home/files/Staff%20Shared/Teaching%20&%20Learning/RE/RBA%20-%20Master/Year%209%
20+%2010%20+%2011%20GCSE%20RE
In terms of work experience, at this moment in time we cannot plan to complete this unfortunately for Year 10 pupils. However 1-1 Youth
Connexions meetings are still happening virtually with each Year 10 pupil (to which they will receive an email link about), also if pupils are
interested in completing an apprenticeship after finishing in Year 11 please find a link for an online event regarding apprenticeships:
https://events.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/?utm_source=ratemyapprenticeship&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=middlestage&utm_content=all-pages-banner
If you have any questions regarding any of the above then please let me know.
Thank you
Ms Melhuish
Head of Year 10

VIRTUAL APPRENTICESHIP EVENT {YRS 10—13
Please find below a link for an online Apprenticeship Event in February that some of our year 10—13 students
maybe interested.

https://events.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/?
utm_source=ratemyapprenticeship&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=middle-stage&utm_content=all-pagesbanner
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JLT MEETING
On Friday we had a very tough and engaging meeting with JLT. During this meeting the JLT really questioned and expressed
their views on remote learning and form times/assemblies. Luckily, students were able to directly ask these question to the
Head teacher and assistant head teacher. I have included some of the students feedback and questions, just so that you are
aware of what pupils are saying about the current RBA setup of remote learning.

It was lovely to be a part of this meeting as all students from Year 7 to sixth form were represented and had their voices heard.
Every single one of the them trying to make RBA the best school for all students

IMMERSIVE READING
Mr Cook has been showing staff and students in his lessons about the Immersive Reader tool on Office 365. It is a really helpful tool for making it easier to read. Some of the tools include: reading the text aloud and changing the speed, changing the
font type, size and the background colour, highlighting the nouns, verbs, adjectives and syllables, as well as being able to
translate into many different languages. Here are some images of Immersive Reader in action! To access it, log in to Office
365 online using your school account and open a Word document. If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to message me on EduLink.
Mr Cook
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YEARS 7—11 POETRY COMPETITION

Poetry Competition
• Schools participating in competition:
• Goffs, Goffs Churchgate, St Mary’s,
Haileybury Turnford, Robert Barclay and
Mount Grace (in Potters Bar)
• The theme of the poetry competition is
HOPE. Your task is to write a poem inspired
by the theme Hope and enter into the inter
school competition.
• This will be a house competition! There
will be a winner from each year group (years
7-11) and then an overall winner who will
compete against the other schools.
• The competition runs from 1st to 9th
February. Send your entries to Mrs Hart
ahart@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk.

CULTURAL RBA
It is just amazing about how many links RBA has with so many cultures across the world. Just take a look at
this map to see about all the different links RBA has across the globe. Can you think of a link that I have
missed off?
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
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JLT STUDENT SURVEY
We need to make sure that RBA teachers are listening to what RBA students think about remote learning, to make it better still! You can
make sure this happens by filling out this survey:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=jfsLUS7Ve0SepGqV2yz7zAHMbCxy9b5JlJuWLSVwdP1UNFpCNEJWN0YyNkg5SzVTN05aVkg0QlFFTi4u
RBA has had a parents survey on remote learning and now it is time for the student survey. The JLT in the last meeting spent time creating this specialist form for students to complete. It is made up of questions that students want answered and fed-back to staff at RBA.
Make sure that your opinion about RBA remote learning is heard by completing this survey soon. All entries will be read by the senior
team and rewarded with an R1 for your effort.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
[on behalf of the JLT]

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY {HMD} - 27TH JANUARY 2021
Normally at this time of year RBA would join with local dignitaries from across the county to take part in HMD. Despite the different circumstances RBA still needs to mark the occasion. To unite and remember HMD this year, this special image was produced to raise
awareness at RBA. Thank you to the Performing Arts team for helping us light our lectern in purple with a single flame to mark the occasion.
This year the theme of HMD was #LightTheDarkness, some of you might have seen the # on twitter, plus people up and down the
country lighting a candle on the 27th January 2021 at 8pm to mark this event. There was also an online ceremony held (which you can
watch back) to mark the event. The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust seeks to raise awareness of all people who were murdered because
of who they were and unite with people to stand against prejudice and hatred.
Let this be a year when RBA remembers and unites!
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GO THE DISTANCE HOUSE COMPETITION IN PE
This house competition is open to all year groups, all staff and all parents!
Ensure that you check Edulink for more details, or click on this link to watch the video https://youtu.be/6a3wnR8SJxM But all you need to
do is complete these challenges, make a note of your scores/miles and at the end submit your results on the Google form that I will send
out next week.
Who will be the winning house?
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RE WORK
Again, this week we have had more superb work sent in, with
students continuing to learn about Anne Frank, Creation Theories, Cohabitation, Sin, Salvation, and lots more. Year 10 + 9
have been completing Quizzes and lots of exam questions, as
well as mini essays in 5 Mark Questions. Year 8 have been
practicing their extended writing and are busy developing their
literacy skills.

Please let me know if I can support your son/daughter any
more in RE. I look forward to more lockdown learning in RE.

Many thanks,

Mr Stuttle
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