
Friday 30th April 2021 

Review: 28—Headteacher’s Update 
 

Dear all,  

Here are this week’s headlines and notices: 
 

It has been lovely to see some of the extra-curricular clubs starting up again the last two weeks and we hope that this can continue as 

we head into the summer months with more sport, drama, music etc alongside the extra academic opportunities. It’s also nice that we 

are starting to talk about the things we normally talk about at this time of year like prom for Year 11! 

 

Guidance on Face Coverings  

Over Easter the DfE updated their guidance on the use of face coverings in schools.  

The announcement from the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson recommended 

 that face coverings should continue to be worn in indoor areas where social distancing was not  

possible. This includes within classrooms. Mr Williamson noted that the wearing of face 

 coverings will be reviewed no earlier than 17th May. I must again commend the students at the 

 school for their excellent approach towards the use of face coverings and thank parents and  

carers for their support. I would also ask parents and carers to continue to stress the importance  

of continuing to engage with all Covid measures including continuing to undertake regular test-

ing,  managing social distancing where possible and continuing to promote excellent hand and  

respiratory hygiene.  Thank you. 

 

Careers Information 

Due to the pandemic, it has become increasingly difficult for young people to gain work experience and in light of the current job mar-

ket, the benefits of work experience are huge. It gives young people the opportunity to learn about different career paths, helps with 

their decision making about what career is right for them. It enables students to network with employers and gives a better understand-

ing of the world of work. It also looks good on their CV and can improve their chances of gaining employment. An organisation called 

‘Springpod’ offers free virtual work experience programmes to young people from the age of 14-18. Most are up to 10 hours over a two-

week period, so can be fitted around school. On completion, students will receive a certificate. There are some fantastic opportunities 

from sales, business, health care, fashion, engineering, teaching, law, to name a few.                                                                               

To find out more go to https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes 
 

Year 6 into 7 

Due to the increased popularity and progress of the school, we have been overwhelmed by the demand for school places in Year 7 for 

next September (2021). Due to appeals and the continuing interest list, we are currently expecting 143 children to attend RBA next 

year. Part of this popularity I am sure is the Apple School Status (iPads for all) that we are now working towards. We are very much 

pleased with this feedback but recognise that there is still much we can do to be the `best’. To aid this and our journey, we are currently 

recruiting for a new additional Assistant Headteacher. This new, additional member of the Senior Leadership Team, will help to drive 

forward the teaching and learning, what happens in the classroom which is core priority.  I will keep you updated as and when we make 

an appointment but so far the interest for this position at the school has been extremely high, which is another inference that the school 

is on the up! 

 

“Stay positive and happy. Work hard and don't give up hope. Be open to criticism and keep learning. Surround 

yourself with happy, warm and genuine people.” 

 

         (Tena Desae) 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

  

  

Ced de la Croix 

Headteacher 

https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes


HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS 

FIRST AID If your child is feeling unwell, or have hurt them-
selves at school, they should report this to a teacher or go to 
Student Reception (if it is during break or lunch). Your child 
should not be using their mobile to phone home. Instead, a 
call will be made from Student reception if it is neces-
sary. Please ensure that your child brings in a water bottle, 
which can be refilled, most visits are due to lack of hydration.  

If in the event that paracetamol/Ibuprofen is required, a form 
will be sent via Edulink for consent each time this is request-
ed. Please be reminded that students should not be carrying 
any of their own medication i.e. Paracetamol/Ibuprofen. 

For PE, the Student Reception will not be able to provide sur-
gical tape to cover earrings, this is the students responsibility 
to supply this tape for Physical exercise.  

Please also advise Student Reception of any new (or changes 
in existing) medical conditions of your child. 

TEST AND TRACE £500 

PAYMENT EXTENDED TO PARENTS 

FIRST AID 
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The DfE have announced that parents and carers of chil-
dren who have been advised to self-isolate by their educa-
tion setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to 
apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretion-
ary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria 

(which includes receipt of certain low-income benefits).  

The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment 
scheme, which is administered by district and borough 
councils in Hertfordshire, and ends on 30 June, ensures 
that parents receive some financial support if they are 
unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities and 

are unable to work from home, read more at:  

www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment   

Daniel Codd 7A 

Evie Webber 7A 

Thomas Hastings 7C 

Evie O'Dowd-Twine 7C 

Ben Grahame 7D 

Lani Hoang 7E 

Paige Perez-Mckellar 7E 

Lewis Teixeira 7E 

Karla Clark 8C 

Zackery Smith 8C 

Katie Church 8D 

Robyn Stilwell 9C 

Brooklyn Buck 10A 

Billy Theobald 10A 

Vanessa Cerna 10C 

Sienna Warren 10C 

Alfie Larman 10D 

Alysia Lawrence 10E 

Bethan Wilsdon 10E 

Keira Hughes 12E 

Harrison Baker 13D 

Lydia Barlow 13D 

Henry Curtis 13D 

Jonny Lawrence 13D 

Emilia Pizzo 13D 

Louisa Pizzo 13D 

Cameron Simons 13D 

Ciaran Singleton 13D 

Scarlett Turner 13D 

Lucy Woodhurst 13D 

http://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment


THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

SCHOOL LOTTERY 
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https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery 

            This week’s winner is: 

Miss J Colduck 

DISCOVER CLUB 

CHESHUNT POLICE COMMUNITY SAFETY UNIT 

We have recently been contacted by Cheshunt Police Community Safety Unit to share the link to an 
online community feedback questionnaire. 
 
The background to the concept came from a YC Herts survey of young people across the county. The 
survey highlighted that young people were in fear of crime, but didn’t give any further detail about 
why and where this was happening. 
 
Following consultation with members of the Youth Strategy Group the following short survey has 
been created. The idea is that young people are asked why they might feel unsafe to better under-
stand links between actual crime and perceived crime risk. 
 

www.bit.ly/broxbourne-youth 
 
This ongoing feedback will support bespoke work being undertaken by youth services to understand 
networks and mapping. The more insights achieved, the more these services will better be able to 
understand geographic areas and risk factors that make our young people feel unsafe. 
 
Please could we ask for your support in completing this short survey with your child. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bit.ly%2Fbroxbourne-youth&data=04%7C01%7CKaren.Gill-Collis%40herts.police.uk%7Cc1519926613f4d0519e308d9059210d9%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C637546947176319117%7CUnknown%7CTW
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PE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

PE KIT 

DAY ACTIVITIES YEAR GROUP 

Monday Athletics All Year Groups 

Wednesday Rounders and Yrs. 7-9 

Thursday Tennis All Year Groups 

Friday BTEC Sport  Yrs. 9-11 

All clubs will finish at approx. 4:15pm 

 
The PE department have noticed that since the return to school in March some pupils have not got the correct 
PE kit or it does not fit them/it is lost. 
 
We understand that some families are struggling to purchase new PE kit in this current climate, and if this is 
the case then please let your child’s PE teacher know, as we do have some spare PE kit that we are able to 
give out if necessary. 
 
However, if your child needs new PE kit then please follow the link below to be able to purchase it: 
  
PE kit can be purchased from here http://shop.htsports.co.uk/category7680719.html. 
  
A reminder that if girls choose to wear leggings these must be plain black and worn under their skort/shorts, 
and if your child wants to wear a jumper then there is the PE hoodie/rugby top. Also in regards to socks, pupils 
in the summer term are permitted to wear white socks (but these must be a change from their day to day 
school socks). 
 
Additionally, if pupils are not able to practically participate within their PE lessons, they should still bring along 
their PE kit to change into with a note excusing them from the lesson. 
 
Any further questions then please ask a member of the PE department. 

http://shop.htsports.co.uk/category7680719.html


EARTH DAY 
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Last Thursday (22nd April 2020), RBA celebrated Earth Day. This is an annual event that the Geography department 
wanted to bring to life and ensure students understand its importance here at RBA. In order to celebrate, each depart-
ment were ask to promote this event within their subjects, and ensure students were made aware of the positive im-
pact they were having. Some of the activities that took place included:  

 

• P.E. = Walking to increase their step count 

• Performing Arts = Avoiding the use of technology including room lights 

• R.E. = Promoting the switch it off stickers placed around the school 

• MFL = Using google navigator to explore some capital cities in our target language countries 

Art = Creating work to celebrate the Earth 

The Geography department however spend the week getting students to compete in an Earth Day escape room. Stu-
dents were placed in teams and had to decode clues in order to find out important facts about our planet, it was then a 
race to the finish to see who could decode the 4 digit code to allow them to escape. Students had a fantastic time tak-
ing part and the team work shown was phenomenal, with no student left behind. All students who managed to solve 
the clues were awarded with a certificate and the fastest groups were lucky enough to win some doughnuts.  

As part of this celebration Miss Burlton also led the SLT assembly, as part of this assembly students took part in a quiz 
to see the damage they were causing to our planet through their use of palm oil. This was turned into a house competi-
tion to see who causes the least damage (the lower the score the better), the results are as follows: 

 

1st Place with an average score of 7.8 = Da Vinci  

2nd Place with an average score of 8.2 = Austin 

3rd Place with an average score of  8.3 = Pankhurst 

4th Place with an average score of 8.9 = Owens  

5th Place with an average score of 9.4 = Curie 

 

In addition to this each year group were set a challenge by Miss Burlton: 
Year 7 and 8: Who can get the lowest screen usage on their iPad across next week 
Year 9: Become veggie or vegan for the day 
Year 10 and 11: Most steps in the day 
Year 12 and 13: Keep all non-reusable cups and bottles (this is to see who uses the least plastic and reduce plastic 
 

Lastly staff were also set a challenge to see how long they could last without caffeine in a bid to help protect our rain-
forests, congratulations to Miss Burlton, Mr Cook, Mr Stuttle, Mr Skinner and Miss Gouldthorpe for lasting a whole 
day.    

Massive thank you to all those who took part in promoting such an important Day! 

 

Miss Burlton  



Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY   /  Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

  Achievement   Care   Excellence 

 

Our lessons are always about literacy. When you learn a foreign language, you also learn about your 
own because it takes you back to the basic building blocks of a sentence. 
  
In KS3 our lessons are focused heavily on nouns and verbs. We look at strategies for memorising 
spellings; we study the ways ending change depending on the person we are talking about; we look 
at how time affects words; and we do a lot of practice to make sure you can work in all 4 media 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing). 
  
In KS4 our lessons dig deeper into how language is formed at more complex levels. We teach how 
sentences join together to make longer texts, we study other things that affect the words you use 
and the endings you apply. We look at cultural differences in the way we phrase things in English 
compared to other languages, and we push you to extend your sentences with as many other ideas 
as possible. Students learn about different cases, direct and indirect object pronouns; imperative, 
indicative and subjunctive moods, additional tenses, temporal adverbs, prepositions and a variety of 
other things. Because the foreign language is taught in slow, carefully sequenced blocks, students 
have the opportunity to discover these linguistic functions afresh and often use them very well in-
deed. 
  
Finally in all classes, language lessons almost always involve an element of reading comprehension. 
Whilst pieces might be shorter than in English, they still provide and excellent opportunity for stu-
dents to apply their literacy skills alongside their problem-solving skills. 

MFL 
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JLT MEETING  - 28/04/21 

We had a superb meeting with Mrs Hart and Mr de la Croix as the JLT made sure that every stu-
dents voice was heard. As you can see below we discussed a variety of different points and stu-
dents enjoyed having a section of “Free Speech” to raise concerns of their peers. 

The main part of the meeting was devoted to literacy at RBA and Mrs Hart was in attendance to 
make sure that JLT could give their opinions about our current literacy provision at RBA. We 
would like to thank Mrs Hart for attending the meeting and listening to our points of view. The 
last part of the meeting was devoted to ‘Free Speech’ which gave the JLT the chance to raise any 
concerns from their peers about RBA. This was a very freeing time and raised a variety of differ-
ent points of view. As a result of these points it enabled each of these individual points to be 
raised with different staff across RBA to make sure that each of these points are addressed.  

We look forward to improving RBA further as we step into the Summer term further. I wish to 
once again thank the JLT, who work tirelessly to promote RBA and be the bridge to make sure 
that students are listened to.  

                 Mr Stuttle 

[on behalf of the JLT] 
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JLT MEETING  - 28/04/21 Cont. 

Bank Holiday 

Monday 3rd May 2021 


